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Facing the Future: ASJMC’s Next 100 Years

ASJMC’s Winter Workshop, scheduled for Feb.
25-27, 2017, will kick off the association’s celebra-
tion of its centennial.

ASJMC, founded in 1917, will begin its celebra-
tion with the theme “Facing the Future: ASJMC’s
Next 100 Years” as the focus of the workshop to
be held at The Peabody Hotel in Memphis, TN.

The workshop will feature two tracks of sessions,
one for administrators and the other for develop-
ment officers. The workshop will begin at 8 a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 26, and end at 2 p.m. on Monday,
Feb. 27. There will be an optional tour on
Monday afternoon at the National Civil Rights
Museum.

The workshop will give journalism and communi-
cation administrators the insights and tools to
tackle current challenges and new opportunities

as ASJMC celebrates its Centennial and looks
ahead to the future. Peatured speakers and hands-
on sessions will focus on how to create and sus-
tain an entrepreneurial, innovation culture that
demonstrates our continued relevance to students,
the academy and industry.

Fee for the workshop is $285 per person, which
includes two breakfasts and two lunches. Link to
ASJMC.org to register. Room rate for The
Peabody is $189 single/double plus taxes. Link to
ASJMC.org to book rooms online, or call The

Peabody reservations department at 1-800-
PEABODY (mention ASJMC to get the special
ASJMC rate).

Attendees will need to arrive on Saturday, Feb. 25,
since the workshop starts early on Sunday, Feb. 206.
Rooms at The Peabody are also available at the
special rate for Monday night (Feb. 27) for people
who stay for the tour or want to sightsee.
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ACEJMC Update:
September 2016 Meeting

By Dorothy Bland, University of North Texas

CHICAGO — A comprehensive, centralized,
searchable database of programs accredited by the
Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and
Mass Communications is expected to be publicly
launched in 2017, according to David Boardman,
former president of ACEJMC and dean of Temple
University’s School of Media and Communication.

Target audiences include prospective students and
their families, industry professionals, educators,
funders and school leaders contemplating accredita-
tion. He told the ACEJMC on Sept. 2 that the data-
base will allow users to compare data on a variety
of issues ranging from program basics such as de-
gree offerings to retention/graduation data. The
database project is engineered by Brant Houston
and Acton Gordon of the University of llinois. A
number of JMC programs have been involved in
the testing phases including Temple University,
Elon University, City University of New York, Kent
State University and the University of North Texas.
This fall, the University of Illinois, University of
Georgia and Nicholls State University in Louisiana
also will do further testing, and the goal is to ask ac-
credited programs to provide data later this fall.

Boardman said the database project is supported by
funding from the John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick Founda-
tion. He said the database information ultimately
should be incorporated into Standard 1 (Mission,
Governance & Administration) of the ACEJMC ac-
creditation self-study process. He added the data-
base will have a data dictionary and various fields
will have the ability to annotate. Several council
members stressed the importance of a branding
campaign to emphasize the value of accreditation
to prospective members and industry professionals.

Susanne Shaw, ACEJMC executive director, shared
there are 21 schools seeking accreditation and three
revisits scheduled for the 2016-17 academic year.

The ACEJMC Committee will meet March 25,
2017, in Chicago, and the next ACEJMC meeting is
scheduled for April 28-29, 2017, in Chicago.

ACEJMC made a few tweaks in the self-study tem-
plate for 2017-18. For example, units will be asked
to distinguish degrees as well as concentrations or
sequences secking accreditation. Units seeking ac-
creditation will still be required to provide a strate-
gic plan, diversity plan and assessment plan as part
of the self-study process. The practice going for-
ward will be to provide more information digitally,
said Peter Bhatia, ACEJMC president and editor/
vice president for audience development of En-
quirer Media. “It saves times. It saves money,” he

added.

Bhatia announced that Shaw, who eatlier an-
nounced her intent to retire, has agreed to serve for
the 2016-17 review cycle. He said a committee will
start work on the job description as part of the
search for a new executive director. Ann Brill, Uni-
versity of Kansas William Allen White School of
Journalism and Mass Communications dean, has
offered to continue to house ACEJMC headquat-
ters in the future. There was some discussion about
location for ACEJMC staff and whether a virtual
location would be an option, but no formal action
was taken.

A redesign of the ACEJMC website is in the
works. Updates to the ACEJMC website (https://
www2.ku.edu/~acejmc/) were made during the
summet, including the status of ACEJMC site
team reports since 2013-14, site team member data
for 2015-16, accreditation decisions for 2016 plus
graduation and retention data updates for accred-
ited programs.

Dorothy Bland serves as the chair of ASJMC’s Accrediting
Conncil representatives. ASIMC has four council seats; the
other three representatives this academic year are Paul Par-
sons, Elon University; Judy Oskan, Texas State Univer-
sity; and Charles Davis, University of Georgia.
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A Centennial Look Back at ASJMC —

Part 1: How It All Started

Information provided from Seventy-Five Years of
Journalism and Communication Leadership: The History
of the Association of Schools of Journalism and Mass
Commmunication. This book was published in 1993 by
ASJMC.

Backgronnd:

Walter Williams, dean of the University of Mis-
souri, was a key supporter of creating an organiza-
tion to support and encourage journalism faculty.
When Willard Bleyer moved to organize such an
association, Williams was among the first organiz-
ers and presenters at the 1912 first official meeting
of the American Association of Teachers of Jour-
nalism. At that meeting, Williams reported that
he had identified 32 colleges and universities
offering some form of journalism instruction.

(p. 58)

Walter Williams, dean of the University of Missouri

“While Walter Williams was elated with the initial
success of the AAT], he soon realized that his own
sternly held notions of what a journalism school
should be were not universally shared by his col-
leagues around the country.” (p. 59)

[In 1916, Walter| “Williams felt the time had come
to distinguish what he regarded as the more profes-
sional programs from the rest. ... He contacted ad-
ministrators from within the American Association
of Teachers of Journalism, inviting them to join
with him in a separate organization...” (p. 60)

“It began at 2:30 p.m. on April 5,1917, at the

LaSalle Hotel in Chicago, just prior to the AAT]

meeting, By that time journalism administrators at

10 institutions volunteered that they were in agree-
continued p. 4

Association of Schools of Journalism
and Mass Communication

Charter Members
Founded April 5, 1917, in Chicago, IL

(Original name was American Association
of Schools and Departments of Journalism)

Columbia University
University of Indiana
University of Kansas
University of Missouri
University of Montana
Ohio State University
University of Oregon
University of Texas
University of Washington

University of Wisconsin Madison
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